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Yet another story connected with this place is related to
Asura Guru Sukracharian The story as to why God assumed
the form of a Vamanan in order to humble and punish Mahabali
is well known. Mahabali was a very powerful asura king. He was
giving much trouble to the devas. The devas approached Vishnu
for help. Mahabali was also a king who was giving a lot of gifts
and performing a number of yagas. Maha Vishnu felt that He
will have to punish him only by exploiting this weakness viz.
his generosity. Vishnu therefore took on the form of Vamana,
a young Brahniachari with a dimunitive form. He approached
Mahabali and asked that He be gifted with that extent of land
which He will cover with His three feet Mahabali felt that the
small foot of Vamana could not occupy much land. He readily
agreed. But Sukrachari realised that Vamana was none other
than Vishnu. He tried to dissuade Bali from giving his word.
But he failed. As a last resort, when Mahabali was trying to pour
water through his kamandalam to wash the hands of Vamana,
Sukra took on the form of a beetle and blocked the spout of the
kamandalam. Vamana realised what had happened. He took a
dharba (kusa grass) and poked the spout ostensibly to dear the
path. But the dharba injured the eye of Sukrachari who was
in the form of a beetle. The asura guru therefore lost his sight
Sukrachari also felt repentant at what he had done. He therefore
started roaming about the various forests seeking God. In course
of time, he came to Thiru Velliangudi, He continued to suck the
honey from the flowers in the area and add to the waters in the
Brahma theertha pushkarini. Thus, the water in the pushkarini
became veiy sweet   As this water was used for performing
Thirumanjanam i.e. holy bath to the Lord, Sukrachari in the
form of the beetle continued to render this sweet service to the
Lord. In course of time, Pemmal rewarded him by appearing
before him and absolving him of all his sins. Sukrachari also
regained his eye sight As Sukra stayed here and did penance
for long and was able to attain the darshan of the Lord, the place
came to be known as Sukrapuri.  Thirumangai Alwar in his
pasuram refers to this incident when he sings "Velliyar vananga
viraindu anil seivan" Literally translated this means that even
as Velliyar i.e. Sukrachariar was offering prayers to the Lord,
the Lord was rushing to his rescue*